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About Art & Handicrafts

Art & Handicrafts is a member of The Sankalpa Trust Group, which is involved in the research, design, development and dissemination of rural IT-enabled sustainable initiatives, including:

· Sustainable livelihood
 programs

· Shelter products and management systems

· Energy and Environmental management systems

The principal office bearers of Sankalpa Trust are:

Shri Subhas Mukhopadhyay, President

Poet Laureate and a pillar of our society

Dr. Subhrankar Mukherjee, Managing Trustee and Secretary
Has more than 25 years of industrial, academic and social work experience.

Mr. Subhankar Mukhopadhyay, Trustee

Has more than 30 years of industrial and social work experience.

Art & Handicrafts is presently located at Ratan Palli in Santiniketan (behind ‘Ratan Kuthi’). The ‘Art & Handicrafts Training Center’ is focused on sustainable livelihood programs involving the indigent people of Santiniketan, especially women’s self help groups, in the areas:

· Handmade paper products

· Jute and other eco-friendly products

· IT-enabled services, including provisioning for eGovernance

We have focused on the following handmade paper products in this documentation on Art & Handicrafts products:

· Carry bags

· Notebooks and Journals
	CARRY BAGS
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'Art & Handicraft' Carry Bags are made of high quality handmade paper and are available in a wide range of colors, sizes and paper thickness. 

Paper bags are not only much stronger than plastic bags, they are also biodegradable and eco-friendly. 

STANDARD

Code 'CS': Standard
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These are the most common types of carry bags, and come in a wide assortment of colors, sizes and paper quality.

Code ‘CG’: Floral Bucket Gift Bags
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Code ‘CG’ bags are specially designed to cater to specialty markets, such as gift hampers.

Code ‘CW’: Wine bottles

Type CW01

Type CW02
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Code ‘CX’: Custom made

These are custom made according to customer specifications and will be based on special pricing policies.


	NOTEBOOKS & JOURNALS
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Art & Handicrafts journals and notebooks, which are made with high quality, hard bound handmade paper, are a pleasure to use and to proudly present to your dear and loved ones.
The drawing portfolios and art books use exceptionally high quality paper and match international standards.
We can also make special, custom-made designs according to customer needs and taste.

Code ‘JN’: Note Books
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These include notepads and general office stationery, and come in a wide assortment of colors, sizes and paper quality.
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Code ‘JJ’: Journals
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Code ‘JP’: Art Portfolios
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Code ‘JS’: Special books
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Code ‘JX’: Custom made

These are custom made according to customer specifications and special pricing policies.
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� Sustainable Livelihood is a job that gives a decent income, gives some status in society and some dignity and meaning in life. It also conserves and, if possible, regenerates the environment. It provides opportunities for people to work right in their own community instead of having to migrate to the slums of a big city. And the purchasing power and lifestyle provided by such a livelihood would be at least comparable to that of a factory worker in an urban area, where the wages have to be much higher than in the village to compensate workers for higher costs of living.  -  Adapted from a lecture by Dr Ashok Khosla at the UN, New York, 30th April 2001. 








